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Inspiring Global Enjoyment

22 April, 2002

ASX ANNOUNCEMENT

2000 Australian Vintage

In response to analyst reports regarding the impact of the 2000 Australian Vintage on current and
future earnings for selected Australian wine producers, Foster’s Group Limited (Foster’s) would

like to confirm the attached ASX announcement made on 31 May, 2000 in relation to the quality
and yield of its 2000 Australian Vintage.

Foster’s undertakes careful and strategic supply planning to effectively manage its vineyards and
inventories across vintages. As a result, Foster’s does not expect growth in earnings to be impacted
by any recent vintages.
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31 May, 2000

Wrattonbully Investment Pays Off for Mildara Blass in Vintage 2000

Mildara Blass, the wine division of Foster’s Brewing Group, announced today that its owned and
leased vineyards in Australia have yielded a total grape intake of 24,760 tonnes in Vintage 2000, up
5 percent on Vintape 1999. Red grape varieties accounted for 16,265 tonnes (up 10 per cent on
Vintage 99); and white varietics accounted for 8,495 tonnes (down marginally).

In a year when the industry experienced significantly lower yields across most of the major grape-
growing regions of Australia, Mildara Blass held its own grape yield due to young plantings,
particularly in Wrattonbully.

However, the company’s total Vintage 2000 grape intake of 49,010 tonnes was down six per cent
on Vintage 1999, due to a 16 per cent decrease in the quantity supplied by external growers. Of the
total grape intake, 31,085 tonnes we red varieties (up 6 per cent on Vintage 99); and 17,925 tonnes
were white varieties (down 22 per cent).

“With the change in the mix of grape varieties available to our winemakers, Vintage 2000 has
brought a good balance to our ovcrall inventory for the year ahead,” commented Terry Davis,
Managing Director, Mildara Blass. “Looking further ahead, we expect our new plantings to
substantially lift the grape yicld from our own vineyards from Vintage 2001, underpinning Mildara
Blass’ ongoing export growth.

“Our major new Wrattonbully vineyards have paid dividends in both quantity and quality for
Vintage 2000, producing best-ever shiraz and excellent cabernet sauvignon,” said Vic Patrick,
Mildara Blass® Global Vineyards Director.

Unseasonable conditions tested the warm climate regions of South Australia and Mudgee in NSW.

In contrast, Mildara Blass’ Hunter Valley vineyards recorded an excellent year for quality across all
major varieties, with a dry, disease-free vintage. The company’s vineyards in the major grape-
growing regions of Victoria also achieved good results, while an excellent growing season for red
grapes in the Sunraysia district has produced the best fruit in 20 years.

“Out of a generally difficult season, quantities are down but qualities are above average and in
some regions rival the classic Vintage 1998, said Chris Hatcher, Chief Winemaker with Mildara
Blass.

“Some exceptional wines have been produced from the traditional areas of the Barossa, McLaren
Vale, Langhorne Creeks and the Clare Valley, despite red grape yields being down 30 percent.
Other highlights include Hunter Valley chardonnay and shiraz, Yarra Valley pinot noir, Central
Victorian shiraz, and reds of all varieties from Coonawarra, Adclaide Hills, Eden Valley and
Sunraysia.



